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I am mystified why so many people among the more and more dissatisfied with the treatment by the 
non-native population remain confused about the Federal government, the Provincial government, and 
goals of the “Idle No More” movement. Is ita wish many of the general public. Unfortunately, space 
to continue with ignorance regarding the plight of does not allow for the number of words that it would 
First Nations? From my standpoint, it is very take to describe this plight in detail, but let me try to 
obvious why First Nations peoples are growing explain my view. 


continued on page 3 ... 
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Coordinator: Janine Bandcroft 
Distribution Coordinator: John Chomyn 
Deliveries: Nancy Raycroft 
Advisory Committee: 


Chris Cook, Robin Hitt, 
James Rowe, Kim Fagerlund. 


Founded in 2004, the Victoria Street 
Newz welcomes written submissions 
including personal stories, inter- 
views, event reviews, cartoons, 
poetry, photographs, or artwork, but 
we can't guarantee everything will 
be published. We reserve the right 
to edit, and will not print anything 
libelous, racist, sexist, or homopho- 
bic. Letters sent to the editor are 
assumed to be for publication, must 
include phone number or email (if 
possible, for confirmation) and may 
be edited for length. You can publish 


using a pseudonym, or anonymously. 


We are devoted to a triple bottom 
line philosophy - concerned about 
our environmental and social, as well 
as financial, well-being. 


You can contribute to social change 
by supporting the Victoria Street 
Newz team, by pondering the root 
causes of poverty, and by working 
for peaceful, non-violent change. 


Opinions expressed in this newzpaper 
are not necessarily those of Victoria 
Street Newz, the editors, advertisers, 
contributors, readers, or publishers. 
Please don't reprint without author's 

permission, and please credit the 
source. 


Victoria Street Newz is printed on 100% 
post consumer recycled paper with 
vegetable ink, at Web exPress Printing in 
Vancouver. 


Your written submissions are welcome. 
Please send them via e-mail, if 
possible, by the 1st Friday for the next 
month’s issue. Street Newz is named 
monthly, but published mid-month. 
You can also mail or drop off articles, 
letters, or donations to our mailbox at 
Raincoast Business Centre: 


1027 Pandora Ave 


Coast Salish Territory 
Victoria, B.C., V8V 3P6 
streetnewz@islandnet.com 
250-383-5144 ext 0137 
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When people talk about food, it’s called 
“having a conversation.” Unless you’re 
vegan ... then you may be accused of 

| promoting a cult, or labelled “radical” or 

E “holier-than-thou.” But don’t let that curb 

( your enthusiasm ... you’re in good company! 


Vegetarianism is harmless enough, though it is apt 
to fill a man [sic] with wind and self-righteousness. 
~ Robert Hutchison, to the British Medical Association, 1930 


In March I offered evidence to prove that a plant-based lifestyle is a 
much healthier option for each human’s health. This month I want 
to explain how being vegan is the best option for the planet, offering 
solutions to the global hunger and climate crises. 


In 2006 a report titled Livestocks’ Long Shadow: Environmental Issues 
and Options was published in Rome by the Livestock, Environment and 
Development (Lead) Initiative. This is not a group of radical leftist 
activists hippies, it includes the World Bank, the European Union, the 
German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development, 
the International Development Agency, and the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (among others). Their final analysis: 


The livestock sector has such deep and wide-ranging 
environmental impacts that it should rank as one of the leading 
focuses for environmental policy ...” 


Deforestation 


In 2007, 300 climate experts at the 2007 UN conference in Bali stated: 
“If we lose the forests, we lose the fight against climate change.” 


Livestock production accounts for 70% of all agricultural land and 
30% of the land surface of the planet, and also plays a significant 
role in deforestation, especially in Latin America where 70% of 
tropical rainforest (cut at a rate of 17 million hectares annually) is 
now occupied by pastures. 


A meat based diet requires 7 times more land than a plant based 
diet. One hectare of land can produce enough potatoes to feed 22 
people for a year, or enough rice to support 19 people for a year. 
The same area of land can produce only enough lamb for 2 people, 
or enough beef for only one person. 


Loss of Biodiversity and Damage to Ecosystems 


Deforestation of tropical forests for meat production is responsible 
for mass extinctions, with 306 of the 825 identified terrestrial 
ecoregions now threatened as a result of livestock production. 


Commercial fishing destroys marine ecosystems, heavily pollutes 
the oceans, and contributes to the 200+ “dead zones” around the 
world (oxygen-deficient coastal areas created by fertilizer runoff, 
sewage, marine litter, or the burning of fossil fuels numbering 150 
in 2004, 200 in 2006, 415 in 2008). Large trawling nets endanger 
underwater forests, and capture entire schools of fish along with 
turtles, dolphins, whales, sharks, seals, birds, and others as 
“collateral damage.” Coral reefs and mangroves (aka “underwater 
forests”) are decimated by “rape and run” shrimp farming which 
exploits and pollutes coastal communities and then abandons them. 


Fish Farms are no solution, they often over-fish wild fish for feed, 
contribute to disease of fish and marine animals, and add to 
de-oxygenation of the water by releasing antibiotics, hormones, 
chemicals, and genetically-engineered additives. 


Topsoil Erosion 


In the USA, more than % of the top layer of biologically rich soil 
that makes most plant life possible (topsoil) has been eroded. They 
lose about 4 million acres (1.6 million hectares) of cropland every 
year. Every pound (.45 kg) of hamburger results in the loss of 5 
pounds (2 kg) of topsoil. Overgrazing, compaction, and erosion 
contribute to infertile land and desertification. 


Pollution 


The livestock industry is the largest sectoral water polluter, with animal 
waste, antibiotics, hormones, chemicals from tanneries, and pesticides 
used on feed crops playing a major role in polluting rivers and streams. 


In the late ‘90s over 2 billion tons of animal manure was produced, 

and about 100 million tons of nitrogen added to our water systems. 

The 2006 FAO report adds that the livestock industry is “among the 
most damaging sectors to the Earth’s scarce water resources.” 


Water 


While over a billion people worldwide are unable to access clean 
water, and 2 billion do not have proper sanitation, a 2008 report 
reveals that agriculture uses 70% of fresh water globally, with 
industry (20%) and household use (10%) accounting for the rest. 


The ratio of water to meat and dairy is approximately 10 times that 
of grains and vegetables (except in the USA where each kg of 
animal protein requires 100 times more water than producing 1 kg 






of grain protein). 
For example, on 
average each kg 
of beef requires 
5,000 - 20,000 
litres of water 
whereas each kg 
of wheat requires 
only 500 - 2,000 
litres of water. 
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global climate change. The livestock industry is responsible for 9% 
of anthropogenic CO2 emissions, and 65% of Nitrous Oxide (the 
third most important GHG). Methane is the most potent GHG in a 
shorter timescale, with 25 times the global warming potential of 
carbon dioxide over a 100 year period, and 72 times GWP over 20 
years. And the livestock industry is the single largest producer of 
methane, at about 37%. 





Overall, livestock production contributes to 18 percent of the global 
warming effect - more than the emissions from every single car, 
train, and plane on the planet. Each calorie of animal protein 
requires at least 10 times more fossil fuels than each calorie of plant 
protein, and over 2/3rds of that energy is used to produce and 
transport the animals’ feed. 


Omnivores contribute about 6.5 tonnes more CO2 per year than 
their vegan cousins. Adopting a meat-free diet for just one day a 
week, in a country like the UK (with 63 million people) would save 
about 13 megatons of carbon dioxide emissions - a greater carbon 
savings than removing 5 million cars off their roads. 


World Hunger 


Although Article 25 of the UN Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights includes the right to food, an estimated 963 million people do 
not have enough on a daily basis. While 760 million tons of grain 
are fed to animals every year, approximately 25,000 people (17,000 
of them children) die every day from hunger. In 2007-2008, 36% of 
the global grain supply was fed to animals (with 47% fed to humans 
and 5% used for bio-fuel). And animals ate 70% of global soya 
production, only 16% was consumed by humans. 


Cows require 10 kg of grain to produce | kg of beef. Pigs require 
4-5.5 kg of grain for each kg of pork, chickens need 2.1-3 kgs of 
grain for | kg of poultry meat. And cattle excrete 40 kg of manure 
for every kg of edible beef their bodies produce. Doesn’t it make 
more sense to simply feed those nutritious grains directly to humans? 


Being a Locavore is cool, isn’t it? 


Man is the only animal that can remain on friendly terms with the 
victims he intends to eat until he eats them. ~Samuel Butler, 1912 


Each farm and pasture was once a natural ecosystem of forest, 
wetlands or grassland. Free grazing animals require enormous 
amounts of grain and water. And the need to deal with predator 
species (coyotes, wolves, bears, foxes, bobcats) increases when we 
make their food readily available. 


In Canada, farm animals outnumber people by four to one with 
approximately 14.6 million beef and dairy cattle, 13 million pigs, 8 
million turkeys, 96 million chickens. 


Global meat consumption is 5 times higher than it was during the ‘50s. 
Dr. Joan Sabaté warns that “we have to radically change our eating 
patterns ...given that the supply of available farmland, water, fish and 
fossil fuels is finite, current eating patterns are clearly not sustainable.” 


Still not sure why vegans are so enthusiastic about our lifestyle choice? 
Next month IIl focus on the compassion component - animal rights. 


Sources: 


Livestocks’ Long Shadow: ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/010/A070 1E/A0701E00.pdf 
Meat and the Environment: veg.ca/2007/02/0 1/meat-and-the-environment 

Mitigating Climate Change Through Food Policy: meatthefacts .org/download/ 
mitigating climate_change_through_food_policy.pdf 

Eco-Eating: Eating as if the Earth Matters (it does!): www.brook.com/veg/#TOC4 
Another Look at “Sustainable” Animal Farming: 

www.counterpunch.org/2012/12/2 1/another-look-at-sustainable-animal-farming 
www.foodnavigator-usa.com/Science/Environmental-footprint-of-vegan-and-vegetar- 
ian-diets-30-lower-than-non-vegetarian-diets-say-researchers-We-have-to-drastically- 
cut-consumption-of-meat-and-dairy 
www.ychlpyss.edu.hk/~bio/share/0405/ecologyessay/joe/essay3 .htm 
www.gracelinks.org/982/energy-use-climate-change 

EzineArticles.com/6173293 
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Idle No More ... continued from cover 


Ignorance breeds prejudice and contempt. Why don’t the text 
books in our schools have First Nations’ history? Their whole 
sad story is NOT about simply “wanting to collect more 
money” from the Feds; the “Idle No More” movement is simply 
about a wish for respect so that our Governments will honour 
what the Canadian courts have deemed to be rightfully theirs. 


Historically, the Governments of Canada have never 
respected First Nations’ treaty rights nor any of our court 
decisions. Even when the International courts of justice 
talk about respecting indigenous rights, Canada is reluctant 
to honour them. We remain a racist culture. 


The Harper regime is no worse than any of the other 
preceding Canadian governments, including the Pierre 
Elliot Trudeau government. If you are interested, do take 
the time to look at some of the legislation that was passed in 
Canada regarding First Nations issues over the years. 


Bill C31, finally passed in the 1990s is a good example of 
legislation needed to correct a silly past decision regarding 
who has “Status” and who doesn’t have “Status.” Once 
passed, many Natives, particularly females, regained their 
rightful place as Status Indians. 


Now the Federal government is trying to pass Bill C45, 
effectively paralyzing any attempt to honour what the Federal 
government should be doing regarding the environment. Most 
Non-natives agree that we must not decimate the environment 
any longer; however, I don’t really get the feeling that the 
Harper regime is listening to us. Their decisions are based on 
the economic environment in Canada, today, regardless of the 
future consequences of any such decision. 


Do any of the Governments in Canada actually respect 
Native rights today? Most don’t. Recently, here in Victoria, 
B.C., when the provincial government was developing a 
new highway on lands near one of the Coast Salish reserves, 
they “forgot” to consult the Natives before proceeding with 
their plans. Provincial legislation says that any excavation 
revealing native artifacts must be halted under these 
circumstances. The Highways Department did not do so. 


First Nations peoples are stewards of the land. They know 
the long term value of land over money. Harper must not 
take this power away from them, for ultimately, poisoning 
the land and our waters affect all of us and all who will 
come after us. Many First Nations peoples live with that 
experience every day of their lives even today. As most of 
their land is far away from urban development, the land has 
been taken from them for economic development, often 
with terrible effects on their sources of clean water and soil. 


Yes, they value the land over “jobs” because most of the 
time, they wish to continue with their traditional way of 
life. Many of their lands are of poor quality and not 
suitable for development anyway. Their way of life has 
been destroyed; their healthy environment has been 
destroyed, and their children’s future is in jeopardy. Small 
wonder that there is so much depression leading to 
addiction and anger, both on and off the reserves. Adding to 
that, of course, are horrible residential school experiences 
which inevitably cause major emotional disruption to all 
who have experienced such atrocities. 


How would you like to be at the mercy of Federal politicians 
for funding your home? Promises are not kept; projects run 
out of money as well as are funded as cheaply as possible in 
the first place. Often bureaucrats make decisions from their 
urban environment. The resulting decisions are frequently 
unrealistic, given Canada’s huge variation in climate and 
accessibility across Canada in our rural areas. 


On and on this patriarchal system will continue until people 
on the Band Councils are allowed to make decisions 
relevant to their reserves. Also, every time a Department of 
Indian and Northern Affairs official makes a visit to one of 
the reserves, his expenses and salary come out of that 
reserve’s budget, unless of course, the Band or the tribal 
council has control of their own funding. Given the 
bureaucrat’s huge salaries and expense accounts, how much 
do you think that costs the Feds and the Native reserves? 


I want to comment on the difference on how our governments 
and the Band Councils arrive at a decision: Our governments 
like the “50% majority decisions.” Band Councils, on the 


other hand, historically arrive at a decision through consensus. 
Yes, consensus from BOTH sides of a reserve; yes, it IS very 
time consuming and, perhaps, unrealistic today, although 
many of us in the wider population value this method of 
decision making over the “50% majority method.” I note that 
consensual decision-making is closer to our democracy ideal 
than the way that Canada’s present governments operate. 


I do not deny that there are many problems in funding at the 
Federal level. However, it is so important that we learn not 
to generalize—this means NOT judging all natives by the 
actions of one group of First Nations’ people. Yes, there are 
bad eggs in every batch, but we must resist the temptation 
to generalize. As Harold Cardinal states in his book called 
The Unjust Society, “the biggest problem (today) is the 
white man ... obviously, he is here to stay.” 


A final word on finances: It has been my experience that many 
Band Councils have trouble writing things down. Historically, 
all First Nations have been oral cultures. Because of the 
enormous differences between our culture and their cultures, it 
seems that now is the time for them to start detailing finances so 
that messes such as the Attawapiskat situation can be avoided in 
the future. Given that the traditional culture is still trying to 
function on many reserves, such a move to a more modern way 
of doing things will not be easy for them. My firm belief is that 
once they feel that they are being finally recognized for their 
wisdom, they will be encouraged to move in the right direction 
toward a more modern system of governance. 


“Only when the last tree has died and the last river has been 
poisoned and the last fish has been caught will we realize we 
cannot eat money.” ~A Cree Expression 


Jen Hastie grew up beside the Tseshaht 
Reserve in Port Alberni. During her 
career as a social worker she was 
employed by the Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal 
Council in the Usma program. Today 
she keeps in touch with many friends 
from the Port Alberni area. Cover photo 
by Janine Bandcroft, at the March 2nd 
Pow Wow, First People’s House at UVic 
(Lkwungen/Songhees Territory). 





Connecting the dots —From Racists to Rapists, Cops, Guns, and Pedophiles in the Government 


by Comrade Black 


Is it just me, or has the news been far more interesting lately than it usually is? I seem to be 
noticing a lot of interesting patterns. Follow me for a minute. 


January 19,5 people were shot on Gun Appreciation Day at various gun shows across the 
USA this year. Right around the same time, one of the top trained snipers in the world was 
shot and killed, point blank, while at a Texas gun range by a former soldier. All of this 
followed only a few weeks after the mass shooting in Aurora, Colorado. And all of this was 
followed by the most sensationalized story of the year, when ex-cop and former Navy 
marksman Chris Dorner began killing cops after releasing his manifesto over facebook! 


Dorner had begun his war on cops after a number of issues of racism he experienced in the 
LAPD, capped off by his firing which followed after he turned in another cop for violently 
assaulting a schizophrenic homeless man who was not resisting. Other cops lied protecting 
their own, and thus Dorner was seen to be lying. Most of us already know the cops are 
corrupt violent thugs, but Dorner was one of those liberals who honestly believed he could 
be the one good cop. He was deadly wrong. 


Meanwhile, in BC, just north of the imaginary colonial line, a report was released by Human 
Rights Watch documenting RCMP sexually assaulting various women and girls, mostly native 
women. The right wing government of Stephen Harper dismissed the report, and claimed they 
wanted to see proof, saying the women making the claims needed to come to the police and 
file reports. This is of course the same area where many Indigenous women have gone missing 
or been murdered over the last couple decades, with nearly no investigation by cops. The same 
area where serial killer Robert Pickton was preying on Indigenous women, then after raping 
them, feeding them to his pigs... And there have been many accusations of police involvement 
in those murders. Also the same area where Vancouver’s Martin Tremblay preyed on underage 
Indigenous girls for years; getting them drunk or drugging them, then videotaping himself 
raping them. For that he got 11 months. He returns to court to be sentenced March 6 for 
murder, after 2 of the girls he drugged and raped died. 


Yet Harper insists the women being raped by cops should come forward to the cops and file 
reports. Cause we all know you can trust the cops. Around the same time another report 
was released, documenting internal abuses in the RCMP, including sexual abuses 
experienced by female cops being harassed by male cops, and even a greater number of 
cases of male cops bullying other male cops. 


It just doesn’t seem to end. Last week while the Pope was stepping down — first pope to 
retire in 600 years —after the Vatican has been rocked by repeated lawsuits over priests 
raping children, Harper right hand man Tom Flanagan was caught on video saying 
pedophiles shouldn’t go to jail for viewing child sexual abuse images. “I do have some 
grave doubts about putting people in jail because of their taste in pictures,” Flanagan said, 
before going on to tell the audience he had been on the NAMBLA mailing list for years: “I 


got put on the National Man Boy Love Association, and I started getting their mailings for 
a couple years ...” 


Flanagan is not just some right wing nobody though — he pretty much created the current 
conservative party and ran their election campaign, re-imaging Stephen Harper. He then 
went on to craft the image and campaign for the Wild Rose Party — a far right offshoot of 
the Alberta Conservative Party. Flanagan is also a professor at the University of Calgary 
where he has taught political science for decades. He was the author of the racist 
anti-Indian hate literature book First Nations Second Thoughts which argues that Native 
people were too inferior to have understood the European concept of Nationhood, and thus 
should not be given the rights of sovereignty, and that before the colonizers came the 
natives (who were recent immigrants) were just trying to kill each other off in wars over the 
land, we just happened to be superior so we won. This is also the same man who publicly 
called for the assassination of Wikileaks founder Julian Assange on live tv. 


All of this was taking place as Indigenous activists and settler allies were taking part in 
nation wide protests as part of the Idle No More movement. Meanwhile Harper tried to keep 
media focus on allegations that Chief Theresa Spence had misspent money, going as far as to 
refer to her as Chief Theresa Spends. This was a valuable distraction, it kept attention away 
from the concerns the grassroots movement was trying to highlight by instead focusing on 
the figure head. Harper introduced another racist bill, the First Nations Accountability Bill 
which requires First Nations chiefs and councilors to publish their salaries and expenses. The 
hypocrisy was astounding as Conservative Senator Patrick Brazeau was caught for using 
other peoples addresses to get a housing allowance that he did not qualify for. He had a long 
history of making racist and sexist comments, and on Feb 7 2013, Brazeau was arrested for 
sexual assault and domestic violence. He still gets his Senate paycheck though, even though 
he has also been found to attend less than 35% of the days he is paid to. 


Also announced this week, one of this nation state’s most notorious racist sympathizers, Victoria’s 
Doug Christie was diagnosed with terminal cancer and given less than 6 months to live. Christie is 
most famous for defending white supremacists such as Ernst Ziindel, and Malcolm Ross a school 
teacher famous for holocaust denial; as well as leaders of the Aryan nations, Klu Klux Klan, The 
church of the Creator, and the Heritage Front. Christie also ran for political office as the head of 
the Western Canadian Concept Party, and later started the Western Block 
Party, 2 separatist political parties with far right politics. 


Notice any patterns yet? 


Comrade Black is a green anarchist community organizer, performance 

poet, and writer, active in movements for animal liberation, sobriety, prison 
abolition, decolonization, and queer & gender resistance. Comrade has lived 
over half their life on the streets and struggles with the combined barriers of 
disabilities and poverty. 
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Seen But Not Seen 
by Ken Bath (1951-2013) 





Over a two year period, approximately two 
years ago, every week day a woman would 
walk by me on her way to work. Every day I 
would say “good morning” to her and every 
day she would ignore me. I thought that I was 
invisible to her. 


During this time I was away from my corner 
for a month due to hospitalization. On my 
first day back on the corner, the woman 
approached me and asked where I had been, 
that she had missed me. 


I was incredulous, and flabbergasted. This 
woman who had completely ignored me for 
over two years said she missed me.. This 
woman has never bought an issue of Street 
Newz, or offered a donation or up to that point 
had even acknowledged that I really existed. 


“How can that be,” I asked. “You completely ignore 
me, you never smile, and you have never stopped to 
chat. How can you say that you missed me?” 


I got no reply from her, I was still shaking my 
head on that one, as she continued her walk 
to work. Since that time she now walks down 
on the other side of Yates. I still wonder how 
you can miss sometime that you never see. 


Ken was part of the Street Newz family for about 
8 years. He passed away on January 23rd of this 
year after battling cancer and C. diff. 


Street Karma 
By “Grandma” Audrey Scammell 


I have been making toques and scarves for 
the homeless for so many years, I have lost 
count. I am almost 80, and continue to do so, 
and will do until the day I die. The homeless 
call me “Grandma.” 


One day I had parked my car in the View 
Street parkade. As I came out the door, I held 
it open for another woman who walked along 
beside me on the street. Up ahead, I saw a 
homeless gentleman pushing his shopping 
cart containing all his worldly possessions. 
As we got closer, he recognized me and said, 
“Hi Grandma!” The woman walking beside 
me looked down her nose with her mouth 
agape. I noticed this right away and I could 
tell that she was disgusted. So, I replied to 
the gentleman, “Hi Sweetie, where’s my 
hug?” With that response, I was given a big 
warm bear hug. The woman’s eyes almost 
popped out of their sockets. 


I could see the disgusted look on the 
woman’s face, and continued ... I said to the 
gent, “Oh, Grandma didn’t give you your 
allowance this week.” I dug into my purse 
and pulled out a five dollar bill and 
whispered, “Go get yourself a hot lunch at 
McDonald’s.” The gent replied, “Oh thank 
you Grandma,” and gave me another hug. 


By this time, the woman from the parkade had 
passed us, but had turned her head around to 
continue to stare at us. As we were hugging, I 
glanced towards the woman who was almost 
walking backwards and not looking where she 
was going. Then “SMACK”. She walked 
sideways into a telephone pole. I whispered to 
my homeless friend, “Karma.” 


In the words of the late Ken Bath: “I try to be 
intolerant to intolerance. What gives any of 
us the right to be prejudiced towards others. I 
have no use for hatred or racism. Prejudice is 
a disease caused by ignorance.” Ken Bath 
was a smart man and will be missed. 
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Taking The Fall and Rising 


We here in Victoria and Canada are divided and ruled by the queen 
of England. Our prime ministers have shaken hands with the queen 
of England, of the king depending upon the time period. 


Take for example our Scottish brothers and sisters. Some time back 
William of Orange shook hands with England royalty and went 
over to Ireland on behalf of England to attain and hold land that 
they get to be king of. They got land for personal use as long as 
they helped to squelch any rebellions. That is their use in a divided 
and ruled colonial system. 


The middle class has an important role in this class horror we live 
in. Please go to www.youtube.com/watch?v=0X Vyo0TZQJM and 
check out a local recent example of how the middle class and home 
owners get protection form police but we the poor do not. Why? 
As the officer explains it “People who own a house, condo or an 
apartment pay the police wage.” 


Currently, we the poor help many middle class children go to 
university and not pay outrageous student loans like us poor do. The 
middle class currently benefit from the divide and rule system. Any 
middle class or otherwise who wants to radically change this system 
in order to make it a healthy one for us all, those who are burnt out 
almost like those of us poor front line workers/activists, they need to 
come to terms with their role in holding up the very system they 
want to take down and radically change. They, like us, are stuck in a 
system unhealthy from zoning bylaws for housing to the so-called 
judicial system, which serves the queen of England currently. 


Any good ideas that come out of our social justice/radical community 
is taken over by a sick colonial system. Best current example is the 
Good Neighbour Agreement Movement. The idea came from social 
justice/radical community and was intended to be inclusive of 
homeless people. It is currently being used as a form of social control. 


We are in a mess and the eyes of the world are more and more upon 
us. From the new movie The House I Live In which deals with the 
reality of social agencies being used to funnel folks into a Prison 
Industrial Complex. 


The Globe and Mail recently ran an article pointing out the numbers 
of deaths we had in a three-month period in this last year. We as 
community still wait to hear word of how some of our family actually 


Pandora Good Neighbour Agreement - 


Good for Who? 


What is the Good Neighbour Agreement? 


Back in 2007, the city paid a private 
consultant to bring property and business 
owners on the 900-block together to set 
conditions on the expansion of Our Place. The 
result of this process became the Pandora 
Green Good Neighbour Agreement. 


It officially came into existence on July 20th, 2009 
and has been signed by Our Place, the Vancouver 
Island Health Authority, the City, Victoria Police, 
businesses and property owner associations. 


Why Does it Exist? 


The agreement argues that “concerns have been 
expressed with individuals drawn to the area 
gathering on sidewalks and boulevards, 
camping in doorways, openly using and selling 
drugs, and engaging in vandalism and theft.” 
The agreement then claims that it exists to 
“manage social issues to reduce or eliminate 
their impact on the immediate community.” 


How Does it Work? 


The agreement commits the people who signed 
on to keep buildings and grounds clean; to 
promptly remove graffiti; to modify the exterior 
of buildings to discourage loitering and 
camping; and, to use police to respond to issues. 


It further commits service agencies to “deal 
with any client who causes disruption in the 
immediate neighbourhood” and to “assist in 
engaging the street community in the activities 
and initiatives of the good neighbour group.” 


What is Wrong With This? 


The agreement states that “social issues are a 


by the Radical Health Alliance 


reality and a shared community responsibility.” 
It also has a vision that “all neighbours of the 
900 block of Pandora will be welcome and 
may enjoy comfort and safety in their 
neighbourhood.” Among the neighbours listed 
is “the street community.” This agreement 
does not commit anyone to consider the 
comfort and safety of people who are 
street-involved. It calls on the police to resolve 
social issues. It makes service providers look 
out for the needs of the privileged rather than 
the people they are supposed to serve. It shows 
more consideration for property values than it 
does for people who lack privilege. 


This agreement reinforces stigmatizing assump- 
tions about people who are living in poverty 
and makes the 900-block an unwelcome space 
for them. Overall, the agreement does not 
address suffering; it produces it, and 
contributes to making Victoria a place where 
people who live in poverty are marginalized. 


What Needs to Happen? 


A welcoming, safe and comfortable 
environment is crucial to the well-being of 
people who are marginalized. Signatories to 
this agreement need to listen and be i 
accountable to how people who access services | 
on the 900-block understand these terms. 


This article is published at radicalhealthalliance wordpress.com. 
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by Kym Hothead 


died and why? It takes a university law 
group to get the attention to the 
Canadian public at large It took us as 
activists screaming while grieving with 
voices quaking, then it took 
bureaucracy another few months to take 
it to the Globe and Mail. This is but 
one example of why we of middle, 
working and poor class burn out and 
are grieved and stressed in our hearts 
and souls. Our hearts are indeed 
dragging on the ground, in my opinion. t 


Many on many levels have been aware ~ 
and working painstakingly on this very issue and look at how long it 
took folks, to get the attention of Globe and Mail? Thank you UVIC 
law peoples! Now what? What are the risks we are willing to take 
to end needless suffering? 


Taking The Fall And Rising is but one example of a much bigger 
picture of real people of many classes who care to make change and 
risk speaking out and witnessing. Watch for local showings coming 
soon of our feature film and Speakers’ Corner short. It will be 
dropped off any day now to Our Place for viewings. Go to ctehv. 
wordpress.com and check out our THAW page and my blog. 

Please comment. 


You can also go to thaw Victoria on youtube and subscribe. We are 
getting busy with the Advocacy Watch Human Rights Watch aspect 
of our Transform Homelessness Advocacy Watch Project. The 
Film is just one part folks. We are off and running. 


Please, help keep an eye out for each other and help with conflicts 
when you can. 


We are also planning an action for May 1st. CTEHV promises art and 
creativity around issues of Good Neighbour Agreement and Housing, 
please keep your ears to the ground and eyes open in solidarity. 


kym hothead hines is a visitor in Lkwungen Territory from Red River Cree 
Territory. This article is dedicated to a warrior friend named Silly, hang 

in there sister! You rock the socks off the hawks! Always remember that! 
May you and all the other amazing family members who are homeless, may 
you all be safe and know you are loved and held in high regard by many. 


Kiss Disruption! 


When the Downtown Victoria 
Business Association (DVBA) 
launched its 4th annual Kiss In The 
City photo contest, the Disruption 
Collective responded. 


“We want all people, regardless of 
how much money they have in their 
pockets, to be able to love and live and 
kiss anywhere they want in the city 
-not just the privileged few. The 
kissing contest shows only a very 
exclusive side of the folks who inhabit 
our city, and renders invisible the folks 
the DVBA wants to make disappear 
through criminalization of poverty (by 
laws against sitting, setting your things 
down, pan handling which are 
enforced through social profiling).” 


For more - kissdisruption.wordpress.com 


The Committee to End Homelessness, supported | 
by the Radical Health Alliance, are asking the 
questions that should have been asked back in 
2009. We hope that the good neighbours of the 
900-block will listen and take their responsibil- 
ity to address social issues seriously. 
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Highway of Tears: 


Let's Demand Free and Safe 
Transportation for Women 


By Chris Johnson 


If you’ ve ever driven along the 800 km stretch of highway 

16 from Prince George to Prince Rupert, you’ ve probably 
noticed the large billboards with photos and details of several 
missing women. 


You may even be aware that this particular stretch of highway is 
known far and wide as the Highway of Tears, and that in the past 
40 years, as many as 45 women (most of whom are indigenous) 
have gone missing while travelling along this road. The most 
recent (known) case occurred in 2011, and an attempted 
abduction occurred along the highway on Christmas Eve, 2012. 


Like many Canadians, I had been unaware my entire life that 
this horror was unfolding, just as I was unaware that there 
have been almost 3000 cases of murdered and missing 
(mostly indigenous) women in this country within the last 4 
decades. (The RCMP maintains that this number is closer to 
600, which is still horribly shocking). 


I have been haunted by the knowledge of these tragedies 
since I met Gladys Radek and Bernie Williams (organizers of 
the walk4justice) six years ago. As of this writing I am 
currently staying in Unist’ot’en Wet’suwet’en territory, close 
to where Gladys Radek’s niece went missing,(I came to 
assist the Unist’ot’en with their resistance to oil and gas 
pipelines) and I find myself probing deeper into this issue, 
wanting desperately to see justice happen, to be part of 
creating a society where women are honoured as they should 
be, where nightmares such as this no long happen. 


Why is this happening? What can we do to stop it? Those are 
the questions I have, the questions I hope you have as well. 


In the course of asking these questions I’ve come to 
understand that the dominant culture (Canadian society) is a 
culture of deep-seated systemic racism. The lives of 
indigenous women are simply not as valued in the dominant 
society as other people. One might even say that these 
women are considered by many to be disposable. How else 
to explain thousands of women going missing and murdered 
without any real action being taken, without the alarm being 
raised that something has gone horribly wrong? 


According to Canadian government statistics, Indigenous 
women are five times to seven times more likely than other 
women to die as the result of violence. 


It’s crucial to point out that this violence is, and has always been, 
a key aspect of colonialism. The colonial occupation of Turtle 
Island has been a violent and abusive occupation since Columbus 
landed in Hispaniola. Indeed, in study after study, indigenous 
women have identified colonialism and genocidal policies as 
being the main root causes of the violence they encounter. 


These policies continue to be enforced by the various apparatus 
of the state, from the ‘child protection services’ that separate 
children from their families, to the police who fail in their duty 
to protect. Not only have the police failed to take effective 
action to protect indigenous women from violence, they’ ve been 
accused of being active participants in that violence. 


A report issued in February 2013 by Human Rights Watch 
focused on the actions of the RCMP along the Highway of 
Tears documents numerous instances of police abuse, 
including young girls pepper-sprayed and Tasered, a 12-year 
old girl attacked by a police dog, a 17-year old punched 
repeatedly by an officer who had been called to help her, 
women strip-searched by male officers, women injured due to 
excessive force used during arrest, and a July 2012 incident 
where police officers took a woman outside of town, raped 
her, and then threatened to kill her if she told anyone. 


Aside from the direct violence by the state, we must also 
acknowledge that the Indian Act, the residential school system 
and other genocidal policies serve to fragment families and 
communities and isolate and diminish the role of women. The 
pervasive stereotypes of the dominant culture deny the dignity 
and worth of Indigenous women and allow some men to feel 
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justified in their use of violence towards women. 


Again, we know there is a problem, but what are we going to 
do about it? 


We’ ve a long history of studies, commissions and inquiries 
that have produced dozens and dozens of recommendations 
which we’ ve failed miserably to follow through on. 


The first official study that examined this issue was the 1993 
Statistics Canada survey on violence against women. 


The 1996 Royal Commission on Aboriginal People resulted 
in 440 recommendations, few again of which have been 
implemented. 


In March 2010, the House of Commons Standing Committee 
on the Status of Women undertook a study on violence against 
Aboriginal Women. The response to this study was so weak 
that it’s doubtful that many Canadians have ever heard of it. 


If those studies haven’t provided enough recommendations for 
you, there are also recommendations available to be followed 
up on from the National Aboriginal Women’s Summit of 2007. 


There’s the October, 2004 report “Stolen Sisters: A Human 
Rights Response to Discrimination and Violence against 
Indigenous Women in Canada,’ released by a coalition called 
National Coalition for our Stolen Sisters. 


There’s the 2007 “Summary of the Policy Forum in Ottawa on 
Aboriginal Women and Violence: Building Safe and Healthy 
Families and Communities” by the Federal/Provincial/ 
Territorial Ministers Responsible for the Status of Women. 


There’s the 2007 “Strategic Framework to End Violence 
Against Aboriginal Women” by the Ontario Native Women’s 
Association. 


The list goes on. Do we really need another inquiry? 


In regards to the specific issue of missing and murdered 
women along the Highway of Tears, the BC Union of Indian 
Chiefs organized a symposium in 2006, which resulted in a 
series of recommendations for the RCMP, provincial 
government and federal government. 


Presently only a few recommendations from the symposium 
have been implemented, quite predictably given the systemic 
disregard for the lives of these women. 


The first recommendation of this report read: That a shuttle 
bus transportation system be established between each town 
and city located along the entire length of Highway 16, 
defined as the “The Highway of Tears”. 


The rationale behind this recommendation is that many of the 
women who disappeared had been hitchhiking between the 
various communities along the highway, and that there were no 
other transportation options that they could afford. This 
recommendation, a much needed and seemingly simple service 
to provide, has yet to been implemented, despite numerous pleas 
from family members of victims, community organizations, and 
even the mayors of the municipalities along the highway. 


As recently as September 2012, the mayor of Smithers 
brought to the Union of British Columbia Municipalities 
conference a resolution that UCBM petition the provincial 
government to follow through on the recommendation and 
implement the shuttle service. 


No public statement on this issue had been made by the provincial 
government until the provincial Missing Women Inquiry that took 
place in Vancouver in 2012. Although it was not part of his formal 
recommendations, Missing Women Inquiry Commissioner Wally 
Oppal requested that the provincial government follow up on the 
recommendations of the 2006 symposium. 


Justice Minister and Prince George-Valemount MLA Shirley 
Bond was reported in the media as saying that “Transportation 
Minister Mary Polak is “developing a targeted consultation 
plan to identify safer transportation options with northern 
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communities.” and that a report is due this coming summer. 


Bond also said that “the Highway of Tears governing body is 
currently reviewing the symposium’s original recommendations 
to assess which have been implemented, which are no longer 
relevant and which remain outstanding for consideration. 


“Once this review is complete, [Justice] ministry staff will 
carefully consider any outstanding recommendations,” Bond 
said. (Prince George Citizen) 


Given this rate of action, it will be another year at least (if at 
all) before we see the government putting these buses on the 
road. According to the symposium report, spring, summer 
and fall are the main seasons that women are on the highway 
hitchhiking. Even if this summer’s report promises 
immediate action, several months will no doubt pass as 
bureaucratic project planning takes it glacial time to unfold, 
and the prime hitchhiking seasons will have passed. 


This level of inaction is not surprising given what we know 
about the systemic disregard for the safety of indigenous 

women. Which brings us back around to why? Why are the 
lives of these women regarded as being of such little value? 


The creation of a free safe transportation system for women 
travelling along Highway 16 is simply one action among 
many that needs to be taken to address the issue of violence 
against women in our society. We also need to be confronting 
racism and sexism wherever it occurs. We need to be raising 
our sons to respect women. We need to be honouring the role 
of women, modeling respect for women and supporting 
women in all their efforts. There are a plethora of ways that 
we need to be acknowledging and confronting the patriarchy, 
misogyny and white supremacy of the dominant society, and 
this is a generational project which we will be involved in 
until we die, at which time our children will carry it forward. 


I started to write this article to express my opinion of the 
need for a shuttle service on the Highway of Tears, and find 
myself reflecting on my own attitudes and opinions and 
behaviour. I understand that the work of confronting this 
violence begins in our hearts and minds, and spirals out to 
the people around us, in our families and communities. I 
need to keep asking myself and others how we can turn this 
Situation around, and return to a time when women were 
respected and honoured and protected. 


I understand that colonialism doesn’t just play out in 
government policies but weaves itself deeply through the 
fabric of our society, in our language, our attitudes, our 
politics and our priorities. There are absolutely no aspect of 
our lives, I believe, that we can approach without giving 
thought to how it relates to this on-going colonization and 
violence. There is simply too much work that needs to 
happen to decolonize our relationships with each other and 
the earth to be focused on anything else. 


In the meantime, I urge you to contact your MLA and have 
them fight for the implementation of the recommendations 
from the 2006 Highway of Tears symposium, and the 2012 
Missing Women Inquiry. Tell them you support a free shuttle 
service for women along the Highway of Tears. 


I would also urge you to consider how, in the face of systemic 
racism and widespread inaction by all levels of government, 
that we the people may create the 
programs and projects that are so 
desperately needed to protect our 
sisters. How hard would it be for 
us to create a grassroots safe 
transportation network? What 
would you be willing to do to 
make it happen? 


Chris Johnson blogs at bullsheet. 
wordpress.com, where this article 
first appeared. 
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the Peac 
by Ken Boon 


A major report 
commissioned by the 
David Suzuki 
Foundation 
highlights the 
escalation and 
cumulative effects of F 
industrial land use in |, 
the Peace Region of LXE 2 
BC. The report, prepared by Global Forest Watch Canada, confirms what people who live in 
this area have witnessed firsthand. 


“Our study found that there are 16,267 oil and gas wells, 28,587 kilometres of pipeline, 45,293 
kilometres of roads, and 116,725 kilometres of seismic lines packed into the Peace Region. If 
laid end to end, the roads, pipelines and seismic lines would wrap around the planet an 
astonishing four and a half times,” said Peter Lee, who led the research study. 


a Eee a 


The following are just a few more numbers to come out of this report: 


- Over 65% of the study area is disturbed when a 500 meter buffer is included. - There is an 
average of 1.2 km of road for every 1 square km of area. 


- Only 30% is intact forest landscape. The BC average is over 60%. 
- Only 4.2% of study area is protected. 


These numbers don’t include the effect the proposed Site C dam would have on the landscape. 
When the ‘Preliminary Impact Lines and Preferred Highway 29 Realignments Maps’ from BC 
Hydro are added to the picture, it gets much worse. The ‘Stability Impact Line’ is over 2 km 
away from the existing river channel in places. These impacted lands will have a Statutory- 
Right-of-Way (SRoW) placed on it. The SRoW gives Hydro the right to flood, inundate, 
erode, cause to slough, deposit debris upon, etc. No residences or permanent buildings are 
allowed to be built on it. The “landowner” has very few rights left on that land. This is 
proposed to happen in one of the most scenic and ecologically unique valleys in northern BC. 


“This report is extremely valuable as a tool for future land use planning” says Ross Peck, who 
lives on the Peace River at Farrell Creek with his wife Deborah. “It pulls together a 
tremendous amount of information that accurately shows the cumulative effects of industrial 
activity in this region.” 


“The Site C dam would be much more than another industrial impact,” adds Ken Boon, who 
farms at Bear Flat on the Peace River with his wife Arlene, who is third generation on their 
farm. “It would destroy homes, heritage, wildlife habitat and the only Class 1 farmland north 
of Quesnel.” 


For more information, read the full report at http://davidsuzuki.org/publications/reports/2012/ 


Ken is president of the Peace Valley Landowner Association, a Fort St John and Hudson’s Hope based 
group that gathers and shares information about issues concerning the Peace River Valley. Photo is a 
self portrait of Ken and Arlene Boon outside their family museum. 
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The Site C Dam and the Sacred Headwaters 
by Don Startin 


As we know, the Red Chris Mine southeast of Iskut is of grave concern. The Friends of 
the Stikine assure me that talks are in progress to get Imperial Metals to have an 
underground mine instead of an open pit operation. If this goes ahead,the mine will 
have a much smaller environmental footprint on the Todagen wild sheep and goat 
harbouring areas nearby, and produce much less slag and acidic run off into Iskut Creek. 
We await developments. 


We are also watching the progress of two vast open pit anthracite mines. First off we must 
ask why anybody in their right mind would want to release millions, and if you count 
reserves, billions of tons of tons of carbon into our atmosphere. This is criminal lunacy! 


The first threatening mine is the Fortune Minerals Arctos Anthracite Project, which until 
recently was known as the Mount Klappan Coalfield. It is slated to supply the Pohang 
Iron and Steel Company of South Korea (Posco) with metallurgical coal. Posco has a 
25% interest in the mine. The mine is located about 30K south of Spatzizi Plateau 
Wilderness Park, and 40K west of Harper’s infamous Northwest Transmission Line and 
the Cassiar Highway. There is road access and the mine site has its own airstrip. 


The claim area of the project is about 200 square kilometers and according to my map 
reading sits squarely in the heart of the Sacred Headwaters in the spot where the Nass, 
Stikine, and Skeena rivers rise. The right of way of the decommissioned B.C. rail line 
runs right through the site. 


The anthracite seams are 20 odd feet high and very wide, eminently exploitable. 
Surveyed and ready to go 230M tonnes, practicable reserves 359M tonnes plus probable 
reserves of 2.2 billion tonnes. This is an atmospheric carbon disaster waiting to happen. 


If the ongoing environmental assessment is approved CN Rail will lay track to the site, and 
stand by to take the anthracite to the Ridley Terminal at Prince Rupert. Here it will loaded 
on bulk carriers and exported to Korea. The mine will employ around 800 workers 
working on a three shift basis. They will be housed in bunkhouses. There is no mention of 
a mine village. Financial backup is being provided by Deloitte and Touche, a multinational 
company with tentacles in the sinister ‘offshore’ world of tax havens and dubious money. 


If allowed to proceed the mine will destroy one of the most precious sites on earth. 


The second mine is Anglo Pacific’s Groundhog Coalfield. It is similar in scope to the 
Arctos Project and is also located on the BC Rail right of way, 20 K east of the road and 
power line, and 20 K due south of the Arctos Project. It intersects two creeks that flow 
into the River Nass, which is worrisome. On behalf of Street Newz I will continue to 
monitor the situation. 


Site C Dam update 


No change here. Readers have until April 24 to make observations on Hydro’s Impact 
statement. You can get a copy by phoning BC Hydro. 


To make your submission snail mail write to The Canadian Environment Assessment 
Agency, 22nd Floor,160 Elgin St., Ottawa, Ontario, K1A OH3. Express your 
opposition to the Site C dam project by sending an email to info@ceaa-acee.gc.ca. 


Don Startin is an activist and gardener, an ex-military man who currently lives a life of simplicity 
with his wife in Victoria, B.C. 
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So much is happening, good, bad and totally outrageous. 
It’s hard to stay focused. It’s hard to continue with daily 
life as if things weren’t getting weirder all the time. The 
US is beyond comprehension now, with the so called 
sequestration cuts that are guaranteed to make poor people 
poorer (President Obama says so), Italy baffled and 
befuddled over its latest election, and with Prime Minister 
Harper tormenting people on Unemployment Insurance 
about money that actually belongs to the workers as they 
paid into the system and Christy Clark doing what she 
does best ... making a fool out of British Columbians. 


Harper thinks workers are crooks and intends to punish the 
entire bunch. That’s all of us. We are to be punished for 
cluttering up his landscape and demanding what is 
rightfully ours. While over in the senate, wealthy senators 
(friends of Harper) are aghast they might have to pay 
money back they didn’t earn in the first place, but chiseled 
from the government (us) by falsifying documents. 


But in the larger scheme of things it is the private banks 
who are hoarding billions that they have stolen from all of 
us by the most crooked of crooked schemes. It is the 
private banks who, in cahoots with federal politicians (no 
longer us) who conspired to compel our government (us ) 
to borrow money from them at compound interest instead 
of the government borrowing from the Bank of Canada 
(our bank) at no interest. 


This is absolutely the biggest injury done to the people of 


by Betty Krawczyk 


Canada, ever. Nothing else the Canadian politicians and banks 
can do, short of mass murdering us, can come close to this 
kind of treason to the Canadian people. Nothing will equal 
this kind of impoverishment of Canadians. Pierre Trudeau and 
Paul Martin have made wage slaves of the Canadian people 
forever who, because of the bank’s compound interest, will 
never let us catch up. Unless we do something about it. 
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A friend forwarded me this copy of a gentleman speaking i 


who has researched the way our public banking system 
became private and cannibalistic. Please watch this: www. 
youtube.com/watch?v=JuP2hHOKpro 


The Crime of the Canadian Banking System - Canadian 
Action Party: actionparty.ca/videos/canadian-banking- 
system-crime.html 





Bill Abram, a retired high school teacher and activist on 
Vancouver Island, B.C., explains the trick of fractional 
reserve banking and compound interest: www.youtube. 
com/watch?v=JuP2hHOKpro 


I also received this copy of Vandana Shiva speaking on 
video and showing us the way they are saving seeds in 
India so they won’t be lost forever. She will make you 
happy. She does me. www.youtube.com/watch?v=d9K0cZGQgHA 
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Betty Shiver Krawczyk is a Louisiana born, BC based 
environmental activist, eco-feminist writer, great-grandmother, 
author and former political candidate. Read more from Betty at 
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Wants versus Needs 
by cyann ray 


I heard this somewhere: Our wants are many, our needs are few. 
And I remember thinking, gee ... all I want is for my needs to be 
met. Oh sure there are things I’d like that I suppose I don’t 

need. That’s what birthdays and Christmas are for. Still, my wish 
list usually reflects things that I need. A lifetime of poverty has 
certainly effected how I view wants and needs. When simply 
getting your basic needs met is a full time effort, shopping for 
extras seems frivolous and irresponsible. 


Many folks live with so little. We see them pushing carts of 
bagged up blankets and other necessities of street life. Despite 
this, we are surrounded by abundance, choice and opportunities to 
embellish our lives. Commerce abounds. Most people have simply 
integrated unnecessary access into their daily lives. They’ve 
secured a home and can cover all their essential needs. These are 
the people shopping for stuff ... stuff they likely don’t need. 


I consider myself part of the “privileged” poor in that I have never 
been homeless or had to rely on food banks to eat. Compared to 
the cart pushers, I’m doing well ... my basic needs for food and 
shelter are met, thanks in part to my work with this paper. 


I was raised with the “waste not want not” mantra and I can’t 
recall being in want of anything as a child. Whatever treasures I 
received on my birthday and Christmas satisfied me. When I got 
my first job at 14, I discovered the perks of working ... money for 
extras. I was still being supported by my family and that allowed 
me to start my 45 (record) collection, or grab some fries with my 
pals after school. Looking back, I see this as privileged. Many 
young people hit the job market running. Running to survive. 


Once I left home, a drastic shift in mindset occurred. No longer 
did I have money for extras and I quickly learned to live within 
my means. Why create stress or disappointment by wanting 
things you can’t afford? I lived vicariously thru my richer friends 
and waited patiently for my birthday or Christmas to roll around. 
Most importantly though, I learned the value of money. 


Sadly, many kids never learn this lesson. Richer parents often 
over-indulge their children who grow up becoming adults with 
blurred lines between wants and needs. It’s also sad when 
children are raised with too little. Bread and ketchup is not a 
healthy breakfast or the best way to start the day. I’m grateful to 
have avoided both these extremes. 


Hard work and good luck can pay off with a financial reward that 
allows folks to focus on their wants, since all their needs are 
satisfied. I suppose there is nothing inherently wrong with that ... 
in fact, some would say that’s a good thing. We should all be 
striving to make more money so we can buy more stuff and do 
more things. Plus more money means no stress from being 
unable to pay your rent or feed your kids. Having never lived 
with access, I hold a different belief. 


Socialist values reflect a fair distribution of goods and services. 
Basic needs are met by community effort, and no individual 
strives for grandiose abundance. This is in direct contrast to 
capitalism, where individual successes are encouraged and 
rewarded. The vast arguments which can be made for both these 
ideals are far beyond the scope of this writing. I mention them 
only because of how they effect our views on what we want and 
what we really need in order to live healthy, fulfilling lives. 


I recall learning about a “hierarchy of needs” (Abraham Maslow, 
1943), which placed the basics of food, water, shelter and 
warmth at the base of the pyramid. We all need these things. It’s 
only once these needs are met that we can pursue other goals. In 
his original theory, self-actualization, the opportunity to pursue 
inner talents and creative fulfilment, were placed at the top. As a 
struggling artist/writer, I understand this placement. 


Art is a luxury, even though studies have shown that humans 
actually need to create and are instinctually drawn to beautiful 
creations. Our very first kin smashed deep coloured berries so 
they’d have “ink” to decorate their skin. I too will soon be 
decorating my skin with ink. It’s my birthday soon and I want to 
get my late dog Slick’s paw print tattooed on my leg. Unneces- 
sary perhaps, but I need to keep a part of him with me forever. 


I believe I know the difference between my wants and needs. I 
want to keep writing for Victoria Street Newz. The writer in me 
feels validated and the egoist in me loves having an audience. 
But I need to continue my work with this paper for the financial 
supplement to my disability income. Times are tough, but 
independent media needs your continued support. And I both 
want and need to thank you all for listening. 
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50 Truths about Hugo Chavez and the Bolivarian Revolution 


by Salim Lamrani 


President Hugo Chavez, who died on 
March 5, 2013 of cancer at age 58, 
marked forever the history of Venezuela 
and Latin America. 


1. Never in the history of Latin America, 
has a political leader had such 
incontestable democratic legitimacy. 
Since coming to power in 1999, there 
were 16 elections in Venezuela. Hugo 
Chavez won 15, the last on October 7, 
2012. He defeated his rivals with a 
margin of 10-20 percentage points. 


2. All international bodies, from the 
European Union to the Organization of 
American States, to the Union of South 
American Nations and the Carter Center, 
were unanimous in recognizing the 
transparency of the vote counts. 


3. James Carter, former U.S. President, 
declared that Venezuela’s electoral system 
was “the best in the world.” 


4. Universal access to education 
introduced in 1998 had exceptional 
results. About 1.5 million Venezuelans 
learned to read and write thanks to the 
literacy campaign called Mission 
Robinson I. 


5. In December 2005, UNESCO said that 
Venezuela had eradicated illiteracy. 


6. The number of children attending 
school increased from 6 million in 1998 
to 13 million in 2011 and the enrollment 
rate is now 93.2%. 


7. Mission Robinson II was launched to 
bring the entire population up to 
secondary level. Thus, the rate of 
secondary school enrollment rose from 
53.6% in 2000 to 73.3% in 2011. 


8. Missions Ribas and Sucre allowed tens 
of thousands of young adults to undertake 
university studies. Thus, the number of 
tertiary students increased from 895,000 
in 2000 to 2.3 million in 2011, assisted by 
the creation of new universities. 


9. With regard to health, they created 
the National Public System to ensure 
free access to health care for all 
Venezuelans. Between 2005 and 
2012, 7873 new medical centers were 
created in Venezuela. 


10. The number of doctors increased 
from 20 per 100,000 population in 
1999 to 80 per 100,000 in 2010, or an 
increase of 400%. 


11. Mission Barrio Adentro I provided 
534 million medical consultations. About 
17 million people were attended, while in 
1998 less than 3 million people had 
regular access to health. 1.7 million lives 
were saved, between 2003 and 2011. 


12. The infant mortality rate fell from 
19.1 per thousand in 1999 to 10 per 
thousand in 2012, a reduction of 49%. 


13. Average life expectancy increased from 
72.2 years in 1999 to 74.3 years in 2011. 


14. Thanks to Operation Miracle, 
launched in 2004, 1.5 million 
Venezuelans who were victims of 
cataracts or other eye diseases, 
regained their sight. 


15. From 1999 to 2011, the poverty rate 
decreased from 42.8% to 26.5% and the 
rate of extreme poverty fell from 16.6% 
in 1999 to 7% in 2011. 


16. In the rankings of the Human 
Development Index (HDI) of the United 
Nations Program for Development 


(UNDP), Venezuela jumped from 83 in 
2000 (0.656) at position 73 in 2011 
(0.735), and entered into the category 
Nations with ‘High HDI’. 


17. The GINI coefficient, which allows 
calculation of inequality in a country, fell 
from 0.46 in 1999 to 0.39 in 2011. 


18. According to the UNDP, Venezuela 
holds the lowest recorded Gini coefficient 
in Latin America, that is, Venezuela is the 
country in the region with the least 
inequality. 


19. Child malnutrition was reduced by 
40% since 1999. 


20. In 1999, 82% of the population 
had access to safe drinking water. 
Now it is 95%. 


21. Under President Chavez social 
expenditures increased by 60.6%. 


22. Before 1999, only 387,000 elderly 
people received a pension. Now the figure 
is 2.1 million. 


23. Since 1999, 700,000 homes have 
been built in Venezuela. 


24. Since 1999, the government provided 
/ returned more than one million hectares 
of land to Aboriginal people. 


25. Land reform enabled tens of 
thousands of farmers to own their land. In 
total, Venezuela distributed more than 3 
million hectares. 


26. In 1999, Venezuela was producing 
51% of food consumed. In 2012, 
production was 71%, while food 
consumption increased by 81% since 
1999. If consumption of 2012 was similar 
to that of 1999, Venezuela produced 
140% of the food it consumed. 


27. Since 1999, the average calories 
consumed by Venezuelans increased by 
50% thanks to the Food Mission that 
created a chain of 22,000 food stores 
(MERCAL, Houses Food, Red PDVAL), 
where products are subsidized up to 30%. 
Meat consumption increased by 75% 
since 1999, 


28. Five million children now receive 
free meals through the School 
Feeding Programme. The figure was 
250,000 in 1999. 


29. The malnutrition rate fell from 21% 
in 1998 to less than 3% in 2012. 


30. According to the FAO, Venezuela is 
the most advanced country in Latin 
America and the Caribbean in the 
erradication of hunger. 


31. The nationalization of the oil 
company PDVSA in 2003 allowed 
Venezuela to regain its energy 
sovereignty. 


32. The nationalization of the electrical 
and telecommunications sectors (CANTV 
and Electricidad de Caracas) allowed the 
end of private monopolies and guaranteed 
universal access to these services. 


33. Since 1999, more than 50,000 
cooperatives have been created in all 
sectors of the economy. 


34. The unemployment rate fell from 
15.2% in 1998 to 6.4% in 2012, with the 
creation of more than 4 million jobs. 


35. The minimum wage increased from 
100 bolivars ($16) in 1998 to 247.52 
bolivars ($330) in 2012, ie an increase of 
over 2,000%. This is the highest 
minimum wage in Latin America. 


36. In 1999, 65% of the workforce 
earned the minimum wage. In 2012 
only 21.1% of workers have only this 
level of pay. 


37. Adults at a certain age who have 
never worked still get an income 
equivalent to 60% of the minimum wage. 


38. Women without income and disabled 
people receive a pension equivalent to 
80% of the minimum wage. 


39. Working hours were reduced to 6 
hours a day and 36 hours per week, 
without loss of pay. 


40. Public debt fell from 45% of GDP in 
1998 to 20% in 2011. Venezuela 
withdrew from the International Monetary 
Fund and World Bank, after early 
repayment of all its debts. 


41. In 2012, the growth rate was 
5.5% in Venezuela, one of the 
highest in the world. 


42. GDP per capita rose from $ 4,100 in 
1999 to $ 10,810 in 2011. 


43. According to the annual World 
Happiness 2012, Venezuela is the second 
happiest country in Latin America, behind 
Costa Rica, and the nineteenth 
worldwide, ahead of Germany and Spain. 


44. Venezuela offers more direct support 
to the American continent than the United 
States. In 2007, Chavez spent more than 
8,800 million dollars in grants, loans and 
energy aid as against 3,000 million from 
the Bush administration. 


45. For the first time in its history, 
Venezuela has its own satellites (Bolivar 
and Miranda) and is now sovereign in the 
field of space technology. The entire 
country has internet and telecommunica- 
tions coverage. 


46. The creation of Petrocaribe in 2005 
allows 18 countries in Latin America and 
the Caribbean, or 90 million people, 
secure energy supply, by oil subsidies of 
between 40% to 60%. 


47. Venezuela also provides 
assistance to disadvantaged 
communities in the United States by 
providing fuel at subsidized rates. 


48. The creation of the Bolivarian 
Alliance for the Peoples of Our America 
(ALBA) in 2004 between Cuba and 
Venezuela laid the foundations of an 
inclusive alliance based on cooperation 
and reciprocity. It now comprises eight 
member countries which places the 
human being in the center of the social 
project, with the aim of combating 
poverty and social exclusion. 


49. Hugo Chavez was at the heart of the 
creation in 2011 of the Community of 
Latin American and Caribbean States 
(CELAC) which brings together for the 
first time the 33 nations of the region, 
emancipated from the tutelage of the 
United States and Canada. 


50. Hugo Chavez played a key role in the 
peace process in Colombia. According to 
President Juan Manuel Santos, “if we go 
into a solid peace project, with clear and 
concrete progress, progress achieved ever 
before with the FARC, is also due to the 
dedication and commitment of Chavez 
and the government of Venezuela.” 


This article was originally published at Opera 
Mundi (http://tinyurl.com/ac69myb) and this 
translation (by Tim Anderson) is printed with 
the author’s permission. 
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Clowns Against Child Poverty! 


British Columbia has the second highest 
rate of child poverty in Canada at 14.3 %, 
second only to Manitoba. 





Join us in raising awareness of this crisis 
during the upcoming provincial election 
campaign! 


We’ ll be sending troupes of clowns to 
campaign events in the Victoria area (along 
with non-clowns with pamphlets) to draw 
people’s attention to this unacknowledged 
social catastrophe and get them talking and 
asking questions. 


Planning meetings every second Thursday at 
7 pm, at QV Bakery (at the intersection of 
Government @ Fisgard) - March 28, April 11. 


For info contact rmduncan 1 @hotmail.com. 


Hooray for Doris Day! 
by Mark Idczak 


There are on days and off days, sunny days 
and rainy days, but only one Doris Day! 


Millions of movie fans young and old love her, 
not to mention the scores of dogs she’s saved. 
Music critics, afficionados, and kids love her 
dulcet golden voice, the listener’s choice. 


For this lovely heroine of frothy musicals and 
dramas her husbands were losers, but she 
never became a drug addicted boozer in the 
not so grand Hollywood tradition. The cheap 
tabloids and gossip mongers are predicting her 
demise. But this all can be a pack of lies to 
keep the money making capitalists from 
selling her image complete with a scandal that 
is designed to shock. 


For Doris May Ann Von Kapelhoff is of 


fighting German stock. She will make it to the 


Pearly Gates when she’s ready and it won’t be 
anytime soon. The only thing that can turn 
Doris Day into night can be the Grim Reaper, 
but this feisty gal will put up a fight. 


In the meantime, let us count how she’s loved 
and how many ways and days and dog days 


she’s saved. Because Que Sera Sera, whatever 


will be, she’s positively Doris Day! Hooray 
for Doris Day!! 








street muzings 


Poet Angels have Turquoise Wings 


| felt the hungry homeless sun come up, 
and realized it was my future. 


positivity, a rare modern lonely bird, 
coasted just above my brow 


some folks fly by hoarding property, money 
i fly by poetry, connecting with people 


the odd random cary grant, grace kelly, 
charlie chaplin movie moves me to free 


if you look very humbly, very closely, 
you can see subtle shafts of sky 


these be tender gentle turquoise 
shadows of angelic wings. 


A squadron of these sub-heavenly things 
just blew brewed in from atlantis 


an underwater post-empire metropolis 
far far under oceanic waters! 


and as i pen this poem, a tireless hope-fiend, 
sun, positives, movies, songs, symphonies of light 


flock together in my subversive, merry soul 
to make of life a warm, joyous whole. 


john alan douglas, february 2012, vancouver kanada 
~ for my dear friend, sheyda ~ 


Happy Birthday to Us! 


Street Newz is 9 years old on April Ist 2013! 


Every single issue of our newspaper is 
available in the archives at UVicS McPherson 
Library, at the Legislative Library, or online 
at RelativeNewz.ca. 


Thanks to generous grant donors (most notably 
Vancity and The Cooperators), and support 
from many individuals, were able to remain 
true to our mission - providing a place to learn 


about the root causes and consequences of 
poverty and homelessness, from those experts 
who have lived or are living it. 


Our funding reality right now is rather dire 
so, for the first time in many years, I’m 
increasing the subscription rates. I've also 
got a fundraiser ongoing at Indiegogo.com, 
or folks can donate directly on our website 
at RelativeNewz.ca. If you can help, every 
little bit counts towards keeping us alive, 
autonomous, and independent. 


Thank you for your support! 


Mr. Oppal 


| can barely watch the screen today 
Mr Oppal reading his report 
Has me angered, in tears and now enraged 
Learning of our sisters’ lives cut short 


He makes his comments as he reads 
Then he is challenged by a voice 
By a strong female from behind the cameras 
Who stopped him to let his mic carry her voice 


“We never had a say in here 
We were not represented at all.” 
This strong voice is carried 
All across Canada, a heavy pall. 


But Mr. Oppal knew they’d had no voice 
At the hearings on which he sat 
So on National day-time news, 
He kept quiet, so as to allow this voice at last 


Later when the chanting arose 
In full voice in that room 
He bowed his head and stepped aside 
Respecting the pain, loss and sadness in the room 


For our sisters, mothers, aunts and cousins 
Rotting in the mist 
On Pickford Acres in that dirt 
For you | raise a vengeful fist. 


Barbara Hay 








archives & more at relativenewz.ca 


The Marginalized Few: 


The Politics of Indian Band Offices 
by Kevin Henry 


Humanity is supposed to be living around 
the concept of a mind being full of 
ideologies that must lead us back into 
caring for Mother Earth, not those 
thoughts that thrive by destroying her, and 
following the collection of capital. 

Capital is equal to the far reaches of 
ill-governance in my mind. 


So now I have recently heard that the band 
offices, chiefs and councillors claim that 
revenue appears to be more important than 
people. I have also heard that if Idle No 
More is to be parading around on reserve 
land, this means Idle No More is about 
making a ruckus, and damaging the minds 
of business ethics. But if business ethics is 
the utmost goal, then this policy being 
claimed by said band councillors, the band 
offices, chiefs, and his councillors, have 
officially stated, in my mind, that revenue 
is more important than its people, that 
revenue is more important than the lands, 
that revenue is more important than 
defending the planet for that greater good 
- a greater good that protects those future 
generations to follow. 


Idle No More is, for me, about breaking 
down the brick walls of capitalism, and 
finding a way out of kanata’s corruption. 
Many, but not all, of the Native band offices 
and councillors have declared insanity, in 
my eyes, honestly, to watch them burn 
down a culture, language, heritage, family 
morals, and the virtues of a village for 
profit is a ticket into insanity mode. 


Animalistic nature is a better means to 
follow Natural Laws, and not these 
colonial laws. Natural Laws are a means 
to protect its people, the lands, the village, 
and the greater good. 


In the end, Idle No More, to me, is about 
finding a way back into protecting and 
living off the lands with respectful 
intentions. So I ask this question: What is 
guiding these people? 





Well Oiled 


For oil we toil for oil now trouble, 
What will it take to burst our bubble? 
Will we ever overcome our greed? 
Get to basics supply only our need. 


We sacrifice all and everyone's health, 
All this for what? A fal$se profit$ wealth. 
With all the queen’s horses, all the queen’s men, 


Will we ever clean up the beaches again? 
Big money men now shaking their head, 


While birds, fish and mammals all wind up dead. 
Now we are crying looking at our disaster, 
The media’s buzzing with theoretical plaster. 


Who's in the right? Who's in the wrong? 
The blame game is the same old song. 
The oil men their hands now soiled, 


This is not the first spill but may be the last. SUL PAaL RLS KEU MEETS VAOR 


One would think we'd learn from our past. 
The plague of humans, now reaching its peak. 
What else can we ruin for the money we seek? 


Ronald G. Boroski from his new book of 
poetry: Wisdom of the White Eagle 


Timeless Speak Up Dinner Forum! 


Have you now, or ever, experienced 


| dream upward homelessness? 


Raising my sleep If yes, you’re invited to the Greater Victoria 
Coalition to End Homelessness’s April Speak 
Up Dinner Forum to share your experiences and 


insights on homelessness. 


Self aware. 


Shaken from my woken 


slumber, full of light 


Thursday April 18th, 6pm at Congregation 
Emanu-El - 1461 Blanshard St. 


Why aition to end 


and shadow. 

| see things impossible 
but they are truly 
there. 


homelessness 


The Black 9 hope has found a home 


The amazing and awesome 





Street Newz Vendor Team 


For information about 
joining this team 





contact John 
at 250-886-5863 
f ; or visit his “office” 
Bernie Craig Da nny Vo ug Evelyn near Fort on Douglas St. 
Beacon Hill London 19.98 Fort/Foul Bay 


Fort St. Cook St. Village 


Thank you for 
supporting 
independent 

media. May money 
from the sale of 

this newspaper be 
used for peace, 
and pass through 


Richard Rose Shirley ) Ted Trish healing hands. 


Douglas near Fort Gov't St. James Bay Thrifty’s Gov't Street sald 
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